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A brief insight into each of
your design journeys?

Alpana Gupta (AG).After
graduating from Architecture
school, | worked for a year

with Sarda Plywaod Industries

on their housing project, after
which | freelanced as an evert,
decorator for a bit. working with
British Airways and KLM Cargo.
Freelancing gave me a good
balance berween werk and my
personal life — making time for my
young, children, Once they were
older and went o school regularly,
} joined Vijay Gupta Architects, the
firm my father had established. |
sarted by learning AutoCAD as a
fresher architect, which was quite
a humbling experience. it felt like
the architecture degree I'd worked
10 hard for was in vain!

Mitu Mathur (MM): Growing
up in 2 family of architects, the
excitement of experencing

a holistic profession grew on

me gradually, and choosing
architecture was, therefore, a
natural instinee. My undergraduate
degree in architecture in Delhi
and master’s degree in Urban
Design in New York further
propelled that direction and 2
creative thought process. The built
environment and urban challenges
in my professional journey also

urged me 10 questian the current
norms of the practice and how
we approach design for people
and cities. As an architect and
designer, my family, life, and work
have always inspired me in this
lourney, teaching me key lessons,
and making me socially aware and
sensitive, shaping my fife

Ekta Parekh (EP): My initiation
into design was pure chance. | was
all set to foliow in my mother's
footsteps and become a surgeon.
But life had a different plan for
me. While helping my cousin
make architectural models in the
summer beoween Grade 12 and
professional college, | absolutely
leved what | was exposed t6.On
a whim applied to Archicecture
School and surprisingly gat in!
From then on, design has beena
love | couldn’s get over

| went to KRVIA for my
wndergraduate degree and
subsequently worked with Ranjit
and Asscciates, Further went on
to do a MArch with Theory and

Design as my major from UPENN,

Philadelphia. | spent a summer
semester through Grad school in
Paris learning about construction
methodologies throeugh time
Thereafter was a stint in New
fark with Renfro Design Group
for about two years
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{ ) GETTINGTO KNOW THE
WOMEN IN DESIGN:

* Alpana Gupta, Partner atVijay Gupta Architects

» Mitu Mathur, Director, GPM Architects and Planners
+ Ekta Parekh, Partner, reD Architects

* Pragya Sanghavi, Director, Pentaspace Design Studio
* Priyanka Khanna, Founder and Architect, 42MM

Architecture;

To convince and
market your
design to your
client and his
team, and execute
it the way you
have conceived it,
is very difficult.
Design school
doesn't teach you
that.”
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