
This Hyderabad school employs the built
environment as a pedagogical instrument

Conceived by Pentaspace Design Studio, this cuboidal volume of exposed concrete and
glass pegs movement as integral to the learning experience.
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Often, places of education and training are designed merely as rigid, one-dimensional institutes of learning,
shaped as practical spaces that simply cater to a standard set of requirements. But in some projects, such as
the Heartfulness International School in Hyderabad, India, a deeper conceptual thread runs from an
institution’s core ethos to its physical environment. Made of exposed concrete and glass and conceived as a
living ecosystem, it raises a question: one of the contrasts between its material and conceptual integration.
Can a forest take root in such materials? If so, can it still manage to breathe?
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